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hold our industrial pre-eminence, with all that
hangs upon that pre-eminence, unless we push on
technical and commercial education with all ouz
might. But there is a third kind of knowledge,
and that too, in its own way, is business. There
is the cultivation of the sympathies and imagina-
tion, the quickening of the moral sensibilities,
and the enlargement of the moral vision. The
great need in modern culture, which is scientific
in method, rationalistic in spirit, and utilitarian
in purpose, is to find some effective agency for
cherishing within us the ideal That is the
business and function of literature. Literature
alone will not make a good citizen; it will not
make a good man. History affords too many
proofs that scholarship and learning by no means
purge men of acrimony, of vanity, of arrogance3
of a murderous tenacity about trifles. Mere
scholarship and learning and the knowledge of
books do not by any means arrest and dissolve
all the travelling acids of the human system.
Nor would I pretend for a moment that literature
can be any substitute for life and action. Burke
said, " What is the education of the generality of
the world ? Eeading a parcel of books 1 No!